
More vs. Less Effective Version of Ritual
• Rituals present a “cognitive paradox”: They are widely used to create change but there 

is often no apparent causal connection between the ritualistic actions and the intended 
change or outcome.2

• Legare & Souza (2012) proposed that specific features may be linked to increased 
perceptions of efficacy. Participants evaluated either more or less effective versions of 
rituals meant to capture each feature.

Framing
• Construal Level Theory states people’s thoughts and behaviors are influenced by 

psychological distance.5
• Higher levels of construal allow us to look beyond our mental representations and 

consider objects or people through psychological distance. 5, 6

• When actions are framed as coming from a social group unfamiliar to participants, they 
will use higher-level construals, thus potentially increasing judgements of efficacy.4

Additional Motivation for Between-Subjects Conditions
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Near: “You will be reading a series 
of descriptions of rituals used by 

Americans to solve different 
problems.”

Far: “You will be reading a series of 
descriptions of simpatias or rituals 

used by Brazilians to solve different 
problems.”
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Note: Three rituals were presented for 
each feature category (specificity of 
time, repetition, complexity, presence of 
religious object, presence of object). All 
features were presented within-
subjects. Order of all rituals was 
randomized for each participant. 

Same rituals as listed under Near

Procedure


